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For forty years Hajj the beggar had takem his stund ¢ ., =
\he entrane of the Mosque of the Carpenters in the old City of e
Bagdsd, and cried for alms “in u-mdnguj.iunnm :
bounty eof the 'onh.zppm the lovable rogus had maintained himself

,md his beautiful hn.,ht.r Marsinah. Twenty-five n-rl proﬂm

=

of Hajj and ran off with his wife.
 Awskening st the dawn of what was to be the day of

1

days in his life, Hajj was sonfronted by Nasir the guide mm
with him & vemersble Sheik who wished te worship in the Mosque and

confer with the pricet, While the Shaik was within, Nasir informed

Hajj that the .m—vwmmmm—lut——
“son and it might be well did the beggar pretend to “ses tlu.rl'y'
and promise the venerable Sheik success. It would bring a good
purse no doubt and they nu“ share.

The strange Sheik -orgol fru the lnqu- mT" wvas -H
by Hajj. The beggar acted his pnrtydl and the Sheik was pleased.
He ssked the beggar's blessing wnd received it, *Look st me well"

" eaid the Sheik after the blessing, "Dost thou not knmow me Hajj? I
an Jawan - - thou hast blessed thy mortal enemy :'ms@-'- ‘
-d-ouor w‘m he burned with rage. He denounced J_._ul and
declared he had blessed o stranger. Jewan, much pleased with his
uupo' tossed a m. of gold in the beggar's direction and left
on the arm of Nesir tho guide. Illjj. cursing his eneny, .ﬁhnd
up the purse uurtn; to use it forthe purpose of revenge. pu
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B A returned and demanded his share but Hajj swore he had seen ne
fa;rll_iui Nasir 'lci't in & fury ﬁr!ﬁ@niq _‘“_“"'n ‘Hl-l__l”!'l-

Hajj made straightway for the shops where he might ==5=—
{ purchass new reiment and then lmy forth in purple and fine Lgnln

to be revenged on Jawan. In his rage he was not received emthus-

g iastically by the merchants bUt whew he varslessly 1lllﬁ- oi-uie

purse of gold before their qu: tll:q were nx attention. In fromt

of the shops of Zayd and Aaru he stopped and the o Semites vied
with each other for his favor and gold. They showed him many robes
- - e and became highly excited in telling of the quality of their goods.

\ I They finally argued hestedly and Hajj, with his ready cunning ,

: started a real battls by slyly ltr_i_ki;g_ one of them a sharp blow

- with a slipper. m two merchants fought tooth and nail and in the -

' emciiement Hajj gathered up the robes Vhat pisased Bim und stele |
= { away. But he waa _not. nnlhmd wee Nagir the guide saw the theft

and promised troubdle.
The Caliph Abdellah, kind of heart and & reformer hed

succeeded his father, s man of tlood and irem ruls, to the office.

The mew Caliph believed that o know his people he must mingle’

with thu. His robes of office, -hn knew, would prevent such =

course and consequently he was !oat to én-tho gardb of the plebian

and roam at will through Bagdad. On one of his wanderings he =
chanced to pass Marsinah, deughter og Hajj. He was impressed and - =
on subsequent wanderings sagerly looked for her. Marsinah in turn if.. s
vas impressed, She believed the Caliph to be the son of the: =t

gardener st the Caliph's palece. Their frisndship ripened and

|
|
|

|
it

Ll
ek ddoc o

. i,
) o T

JTTYIE

= S 4

Li=as




RSN

i

b

- - L--

bloseomed into love. Ii was on the very day Hajj stole his robes

from Zayd and Amru that the Caliph paid & secret visit to Marsineh
and asked her hand in marriage., Sks consented. As the ms’h

cautiously made his way back to the streets he ran into Hajj who

had arreyed himself in his stolen nlothiu‘ lnl was hunu-dw SR ——

to show his daughter.
Hajj and Marsinak had o nm-r;r time as the lstter

paraded himself before her. Never had she seen her father druul

in silks and satine and her heart was gled. Mpanwhile Nasir the’

guide had informed the police of the theft and led the mimions of

the Wagir Mansur the chief, to the fnrtd- of the home of Hajj.
¥ith him went the two Jew merchents. Hajj was csught in all hie
glory, placed under arrest and taken befors the Mansur.

It so happened the Caliph had warned the Mansur that

inere would be W0 more btlood shed in Bagdad sad the Mansur, feeling zat

his powers had been curtailed, conceived & hatred for the Caliph.
When Hajj, tho t-o memh und Nasir q’m-d before the Mansur,

the latter was in an angry frame of mind. His advisor, Afife, had
counseled the murder of the new Caliph. He needed & man to commit
ihe crime. '
Wazir Mansur decided the Koran mmd pronounce
punisbment on Hajj for his erime, Accordingly & scimiter was
inserted among the leaves of the Mobammedan Bible and the Iuof

opened. It was decreed that Hajj must lose his hand. The begger

u;t and pl.uu__zu & sentonce less severe but the Waiir Mansur

<y

s

—— e




. ___expected. He consented on the premise from tmwin@i_m =
~ he would take Marsinah to wife that very hight. Relemsed, Fajj ' ——

was fading in beauty. The Mansur was tiring. When Marsinsh vas -

----h--_ﬂ

wae obdurate and the sentence was sbout to be el.l‘-fi_.d out when

Afife rominded Wasir Mansur that Hajj was the vfry man to kill the
Caliph. Asked if he would swear to perform & duty for the Waszir _
I.nou: if sentence were not urriul out, Hajj promised. The others -}

vere ordered from the reom and Hajj was informed of the duty -

hastened home to inform his daughter that she was betrothed te

. % :
the great Mansur and to make ready to proceed to his pulace. Poor
Marsinsh cried and protested but the .—d“_'.._r_' of Mansur came and

dregged her away.
' Kuteul-Kulub, the favorite wife of the Wasir Mansur,

dragged into his presence he was saitten with her beayty snd forth - : 3
with ordered Kuteul-Kulub to divest herself of her jewels and place

them upon Marsinsh. Kuteul-Kulub 'oi‘u but her jeslousy made her

determined to get Marsinah oup of the way. Hajj arrived back at

the palace of the Wazir Mansur and in his splendid l:“" attracted s

the Iittmtton of Kuteul-Kulub, She believed him to be & ‘nﬂ.ﬁ

of rank and determined to make the Mansur jeslpus, Bhe arranged a

clandestine meeting with Hajj at the water-gate that mights E
numn.n‘ to the plan of the Wasir ln;uu-. Hajj was to

be introduced to the Caliph as & magicisn and while interssting his

with his tricks, asesssinate him, Just before the arrival of Hajj, 1]

the-Sheik Jawan appeared before the Caliph, and declaring he had Y- | = ___I=
repented his crimes, ssked for immunity. He was sent to the jail g e |

. [
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until the Caliph could determine from the priest at the Mosque

vheather or not he was telling the truth., Hajj was them introduced
by the Wazir Mansur as the greatest of all magicians and qu :

his feats of magic. When he believed the oppertune moment had

anit“. he made an attempt on the Gll!.ph'l life but was frustrated

.

- and arrested. He blamed his predicasent on the Massur but was cast
into jail te await trial. ——

The prisst from Mosque called upen the Calijh and
u-urfo_i'whn! that the Sheik Jawan was truly repentent and the

Egmm ‘his relesss. Hajj had been thrown inte the ssme
_titi;ngoou with jawan. It was not long fofnrl he mop:lu_‘ MJ_Q
':onw. Jawan sneered at him. He mockingly declared he would find
his sen and showing him an amulet suspended about m throat de-
clared that by the other half of this ‘token would he know him,/ Hajj,
._vufc:m_ﬂ.th gnger, du the Bloﬁ_im, _ﬂlﬂd t_h! ﬂ“ljﬂ and

-~

dormed the Sheik's outer robe. Scargely had the crime been ¢

when the Gaoler agpeared and amnounced that Juwan bhad been

Hajj, crouching im the dark, ssked thad a litter be brought

that he be carried out. The Gacler complied with the request and
L

Hajj, in the outer robe of Jawan was carried to freedom.

to see Marsinah and beg her to hasten the wedding., Upon arrival he
learned of the plight of Mareinah and hastened %o her rescus. Hajj
arrived at the pglace of the Wazir Mansur to keep his appointaent
~ with Kuteul=Kuluby He thought only of his dsughter knowing the
treachery of Mamsur. He met Kuteul-Kulub end explained to her that

-
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he was not & great personage but merely Hajj, the beggar. He ex-

plained that Mersinah was his daughter and he wished to save her.

Kut-ul-Kulub was only too anxious to get rid of the besutiful girl
who was sbout to take her p:l.uo in the harem and sided Hajj in

mu].in;m:-wtuito mhﬂlmottncnpntm.

While still in the palace of the Mansur, Haj] ceme
face to face with that worthy. A heated argument tcuvnd. Mansur
demanding Marsinan and threstening to return Hajj to jail. In the
midet of the -uu-m. Mansur discovered the smulet hanging sbout

the neck of Haj) | and sarted back with bulging Wmurm—-

peck was suspended & similisr token. The quick vitted Hajj grasped
the situstion at once. The Mansur was the son of the Sheik .lm.
HajJ pnczmu himself the father and demanded that Mansur kneel
and receive th. paternal blessing. Mensur knelt and Hajj drove =
knife into his back. Though badly weunded the Mansur struggled.
Hajj slewly dragged him to the swismming pool and thers drowned him.

As the last bubbles arose from the drowned Wasir Mansur,

the Caliph and his soldiers burst inte the room. Hajj was immed-
istely arrested. He explained to the Caliph thet Marsizah was hid
daughtor. That he had killed both Javan and the Wasir Mansur in
revenge forthe murder of his son and the carrying off of his wife.
The Caliph demanded his sweetheart Marsinah and Hajj informed him
she was safe in the Mosque. The Caliph decreed that Hajj must pay
thethe pesalty of banishnent sdding that he would marry Marsinab
within the hour. 4 - —
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The Caliph went quickly te the Mosque where he fm‘ MM

with the priest. She was dressed in the gowns the Wasir Mansur

had ordoru placed upon her. Hajj crept inte the shadowe d the

Mosque snd from & untﬁagu watched the wedding of his nﬂtw v
and the Caliph. His last view of her vas vhen she was being berne

away to the palace, th- wife of tho Caliph, Hajj had been ordered
to leave Bagdad before sunrise. !Io crept 'l.lk to m ou -pot

in frent of the Mosque wher® fro years he had asked for alms

“in the name of Allah" and thers stretched murwrr-r s fow -

i : -
r hours sleep before beginning his sentence s of banishment.

THE END.
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